Grace Lutheran Church
Welcomes You!
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By Grace you have been saved!

“We have decided to follow Jesus and
There’s no turning back!



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY February 12, 2023

Pastor Jim Helgren
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Prelude & Announcements

Opening Hymn “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” LBW # 523
Brief Order of Confession Page 77
Invocation & Kyrie Page 78
Glory to God Page 79
The Prayer of the Day See Insert
The First Lesson: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 See Insert
Psalm 119:1-8 See Insert
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 See Insert
The Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 See Insert
Gospel Response Page 83
Children’s Message

Sermon

Hymn of the Day “Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways”LBW#480
Apostles’ Creed Page 85
The Offering

Offertory Page 96
Prayers of the Church Page 96
The Lord’s Prayer Page 97
Benediction and Dismissal Page 97
Closing Hymn  “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” LBW # 491
Postlude

We pray always for. ..

Grace Bentzinger, Bill Bohling, Luetta Bruns, Linda Daniels,
Eric Fass, Kathy Helgren, Eugene Rosenthal & Haleigh Werner
We also remember in our prayers . . .
Anna, Vanessa, Diana & Meshack, orphans we are sponsoring
in Tanzania.



Prayer of the Day

ixth Sunday after Epiphany
February 12, 2023

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accom-
plish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought
to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.

First Reading

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

[Moses said to the people:] See, I have
set before you today life and prosperity,
death and adversity. '°If you obey the
commandments of the LorD your God
that I am commanding you today, by
loving the LorD your God, walking in his
ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall
live and become numerous, and the Lorb
your God will bless you in the land that
you are entering to possess. "But if your
heart turns away and you do not hear,
but are led astray to bow down to other
gods and serve them, '*I declare to you

today that you shall perish; you shall not
live long in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess. I call
heaven and earth to witness against you
today that I have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses. Choose life
so that you and your descendants may
live, *loving the LorD your God, obeying
him, and holding fast to him; for that
means life to you and length of days, so
that you may live in the land that the
LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

or Sirach 15:15-20 [not printed]

Psalm Psalm 119:1-8; tone 1
().
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Happy are they ’0Oh, that my ways were made ! so direct

whose ! way is blameless,
who follow the teaching ! of
the Lorb!
*Happy are they
who observe ! your decrees
and seek you with ! all their hearts,
*who never do ! any wrong,
but always walk ! in your ways.
*You laid down | your commandments,
that we should ! fully keep them.

that I might ! keep your statutes!
$Then I should not be ! put to shame,
when I regard
all ! your commandments.
T will thank you with ! a true heart,
when I have learned
your ! righteous judgments.
81 will ! keep your statutes;
do not utter- ! Iy forsake me.



Second Reading

1 Corinthians 3:1-9

Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to
you as spiritual people, but rather as peo-
ple of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I
fed you with milk, not solid food, for you
were not ready for solid food. Even now
you are still not ready, *for you are still of
the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy
and quarreling among you, are you not
of the flesh, and behaving according to
human inclinations? *For when one says,
“Ibelong to Paul,” and another, “I belong
to Apollos,” are you not merely human?

Gospel

"What then is Apollos? What is Paul?
Servants through whom you came to
believe, as the Lord assigned to each.
°I planted, Apollos watered, but God
gave the growth. "So neither the one
who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God who gives the
growth. ®*The one who plants and the one
who waters have a common purpose, and
each will receive wages according to the
labor of each. *For we are God’s servants,
working together; you are God’s field,
God’s building.

Matthew 5:21-37

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “You have
heard that it was said to those of ancient
times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘who-
ever murders shall be liable to judgment.’
#But I say to you that if you are angry
with a brother or sister, you will be liable
to judgment; and if you insult a brother
or sister, you will be liable to the council;
and if you say, ‘You fool,” you will be liable
to the hell of fire. *So when you are offer-
ing your gift at the altar, if you remember
that your brother or sister has something
against you, *leave your gift there before
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother or sister, and then come and offer
your gift. *Come to terms quickly with
your accuser while you are on the way to
court with him, or your accuser may hand
you over to the judge, and the judge to the
guard, and you will be thrown into prison.
®Truly I tell you, you will never get out
until you have paid the last penny.

*7*You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall not commit adultery.” **But I say to
you that everyone who looks at 2 woman
with lust has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. #If your right eye

causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. **And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to go
into hell.

31Tt was also said, “Whoever divorces
his wife, let him give her a certificate of di-
vorce.” ¥But I say to you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except on the ground of
unchastity, causes her to commit adultery;
and whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.

#“Again, you have heard that it was said
to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you
have made to the Lord.” **But I say to you,
Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for
it is the throne of God, %or by the earth,
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it
is the city of the great King. *®And do not
swear by your head, for you cannot make
one hair white or black. *Let your word be
Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than
this comes from the evil one.”

TODAY’S READINGS February 12, 2023

Volume 54, Number 1

Next Sunday’'s Readings: Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2 or Psalm 98; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9,

TODAY'S READINGS (ISSN 1068-0166, USPS 009628) is published quarterly by Augsburg Fortress, 411 Washington Avenue North, Third Floor, Minneapolis, MN,
55401. Periodicals postage paid in St. Paul, MN and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to Today's Readings, Augsburg Fortress
Publishers, P.O. Box 1553, Minneapolis, MN 55440-8730. Printed in U.S.A, Price per weekly part $4.79 per 100 copies; price in Canada subject to exchange
rates. Minimum order 50 copies of each issue; all orders must be in multiples of 50. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be
reproduced. Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha
© 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Ghrist in the U.S.A. Prayer of the day and psaim from Evangelical Lutheran
Worship © 2006, admin. Augsburg Foriress. Psalm tone accompaniment is in Psalter for Warship, Year A (Augshurg Fortress, 2007). Please visit our website at

augsburgfortress.org. Lectionary year A.
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Please put items for the bulletins & newsletter in the secretary’s
box in the south office. You may email the church office
graceb68329@gmail.com

You may contact Pastor Helgren by calling 402-864-4201 (church)
402-864-2113 (home) or 402-826-0613(cell)

Today 2/12/23
Worship — 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School — 9:30 a.m.

Monday 2/13/23
Bible Study — 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday 2/14/23 '. FAPEY ‘,

Piecemakers Blanket " VALENTINE'S ©
Making — All Day SO DAY O
Wednesday 2/15/23

Confirmation — 6:00 p.m.

Next Sunday 2/19/23
Worship w/Communion — 8:30 a.m.
& Baptism of Addison Clara Dietz
Sunday School — 9:30 a.m.

Please be sure to sign up for a couple of Sundays of
Worship Duty — sign-up sheet is at the back of the church.

Please join us for fellowship in the basement
following worship ©



The ELCW Yearbooks are available to pick up.

The offering Envelopes have been delayed at the
warehouse — due to lack of employees,
they will be coming.
If you do not wish to receive a box of envelopes,
please let Joyce Roesener or Diane Wilken know.

ASH WEDNESDAY

The Ash Wednesday worship is February 22 at 7:00 p.m. at
Grace Lutheran Church. Ashes will be distributed as well as the
receiving of communion. This is the beginning of Lent and our

journey toward the cross with Jesus.

Midweek Lenten Worship at Hope Lutheran are
March 1, March 15 and March 29.

Midweek Lenten Worship at Grace Lutheran are
March 8 and March 22.

75" Anniversary Celebration

Save the Date! The 75" Anniversary Celebration Committee
met and selected Sunday, June 23, 2024 to commemorate
Immanuel Lutheran and St. Paul Lutheran churches merging to
form Grace Lutheran Church. Bishop Johnson and Pastor
Helgren will preside over the 10:00 a.m. service. Watch the
Tower Echoes for more information.



