
From the Pastor,  

In January, I had the opportunity to play hide and seek with my great grandchildren, ages 7, 4, 4 & 1 years 

old at my son’s house.  We used only three rooms of the house but always found a place to hide.  The four 

year olds basically hid under the same blanket, or in the same spots every time and yet great papa had trou-

ble finding them, or so they thought.  Sometimes they would throw off the blanket and say “here I am” and I 

would act surprised that they were under the blanket.  

The Lenten season is the time of year that we stop hiding under our figurative blanket and say “here I am 

Lord.”  We can stop hiding from our sin and seek forgiveness, confess and turn our focus to God.  Lent is the 

time to focus on our need for Jesus to die and reconcile us to God the Father.  Lent is the opportunity to see 

that God knows we are hiding under the blanket, but is waiting for us to give up hiding and surrender       

ourselves to God and God’s will for us.  

      Pastor Jim 

Church Seasons:  We are in the Church Season of Lent.  The color is purple, symbolizing penitence, the 

need to repent from our sins.  It is a season of self-examination and understanding that Jesus died for 

you on Good Friday because of your sins. 

 Church Seasons:   March 19  - Joseph, Guardian of Jesus       

    March 25  - Annunciation of Our Lord   

 American Holidays:   March 12  - Daylight Savings Begins                                                                         

                                      March 17  - St. Patrick’s Day             

    March 20  - Spring Begins      

Tower Echoes 

2023 



Assisting Minister      

March                             

5– Carl Purcell 

12- Dean Wellensiek 

19-  Eleta Eisenhauer 

26- Jody Bruns 

PIECEMAKERS                                                            

The Piecemakers meet every Tuesday during the 

months of January, February and March - all day.  

On March 14th they will be sharing a Salad         

Luncheon. You are all welcome to join tying               

these blankets.  Please come and join in the                     

fellowship of making some beautiful warm blankets 

for those in need.  

Lenten Offering 

The offering for Lent has been designated to be 

sent to  Oaks Indian Mission. 

March Anniversaries 

        March 2nd               

 Rodney & Diane  

       Roesener   

       March 15th            

 Robert & Judy 

        Schmidt 

March Birthdays 

 1st – Terry Panko 

                  Malia Ullrich 

 2nd – Megan Mabbitt 

 3rd – Derrie Medina 

 4th – Kristy Ebeler 

         Darline Peters 

         Briley Tams 

 7th – Brenda Ullrich 

 8th – Colleen Naber 

 11th -Karen Cerny 

 12th – Tim Weber 

           Everett Bohling 

 13th – Doug Armknecht 

 14th – Todd Dorn 

 15th – Bradie Medina 

           Shyanne Thompson 

 16th – Jay Ullrich 

 22nd – Annika McDonald 

           Cecelia Thompson 

 24th – Arlin Brinkman 

 27th – Mike Wiebke 
Altar Committee    

March                    

Karen Cerny        

World Day of Prayer 

March 3, 2023 at 2:00 p.m.  Grace Lutheran            

Church Basement, Cook, NE.  Come join us for the 

afternoon to pray for the women of Taiwan and 

learn about their country and cultures.  We will be 

having a singing group from JCC Middle School         

provide entertainment.  



75th Anniversary Celebration 
 

Grace Lutheran will celebrate it’s 75th Anniversary on Sunday, June 23, 2024.  This celebration commemorates 
the merger of Immanuel Lutheran and St. Paul Lutheran churches to establish Grace Lutheran Church.  The draft 
plans for the celebration at this time include:  

 Registration, Coffee, Pastries, and Fellowship starting at 8:30 a.m. outside. 

 Church Service—10:00 a.m. with Bishop Johnson and Pastor Helgren presiding the worship and             
John Weber as organist.  

 Catered Meal following the service. 
 
The 75th Anniversary Committee includes Andrea Eggleston, Pastor Helgren, Lori Panko, Sarah Purcell,        
Dean Wellensiek, and Melissa Wellensiek.  The committee will meet next on April 26, 2023.  

Luther League 

Luther League will have an informational meeting after Lenten    

service at Grace on Wednesday, March 8th.  Opportunities for 

youth fellowship and service will be extended to include                             

confirmation students through seniors in high school.  Parents                  

and students are invited to attend and hear what Luther League  

has to offer.  We will also discuss our first fellowship activity:    

bowling, on March 19.   If you would like your child to             

participate in Luther  League but are unable to attend the 

meeting, please contact  Nick or Lisa Weber at 402-310-2136.  

Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars® 

Calling all Thrivent clients with membership! 

Don’t forget! If you’re an eligible Thrivent client and have Choice Dollars® available to direct, you have till 
March 31st to Direct your final 2022 $’s. For more info or to direct Choice Dollars, call 800-847-4836 and 

say “Thrivent Choice.” Or online at thrivent.com/thriventchoice or your local Agent at 402 269 3003. 

Our prayers go out to the family and 

friends of Betty Knapp 

Betty passed away on                                    

February 17, 2023.   

A celebration of life was held on                 

February 23 at the Fusselman-Allen-

Harvey Funeral Home. Interment at the 

Grace Lutheran Cemetery. 

Addison Clara Dietz  was welcomed into 

the Kingdom of God and Grace Lutheran 

thru her baptism on February 19th.               

Addison was born on January 25, 2023 

and her parents are Russ & Kate Dietz.  

Addie’s sponsors are Anne & Ryan    

Herman and Ronald & Therese Dietz.  

Our heartfelt thoughts and 

prayers go out the family 

and friends of                             

Larry Naber.                                  

Larry passed away on      

February 17, 2023.  His           

funeral was held at Wherry 

Mortuary.  Interment at the 

Tecumseh Cemetery. 

Sincere condolences to Robert & Judy Schmidt on the    

passing of their son, Scott Schmidt, at the age of 55.  



SAVE LABELS AND CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR COMMUNITY 

Clip and collect labels from Best Choice, Clearly Best 

Choice, and Best Choice Superior Selections for your   

favorite non-profit organizations.  

The Save-A-Label program helps non-profit                   

organizations and schools easily raise needed money.  

These labels need to be sent in the Best Choice Company 

in groups of 1,000 UPC symbols.  Some items to look for are: canned goods, dairy items, 

baking products, cereals, etc.   These products are  carried by independent local grocers.  

These nearby grocers have them in stock:  Tecumseh Central Market, Russ’s Market,   

Beatrice, Super Savers & Russ’s  Market in Lincoln.  

I will mark a container for the labels and have it in the church kitchen.   

    Thank you for your help.  

     Karen Cerny 

Midweek Lenten Worship Services 

Worship will be at 7:00 p.m. at Grace Lutheran on March 8 & 22 and will be at Hope Lutheran on March 1, 

15 & 29.  We will be involved in the Rolling Hills Cluster Round Robin.  The theme for 2023 is “ Amazing 

Grace” and we will look at God’s grace through the year of the Biblical characters of David, Isaiah of       

Babylon, The Prodigal Son, The Blind Man, The Women at the Well, and Paul. 

The theme is “Amazing Grace” at 7:00 for all services.  

 March 1—Worship @ Hope Lutheran  Isaiah of Babylon      Pastor Kim, Palmyra/Walton 

 March 8—Worship @ Grace Lutheran  Blind Man   Pastor Eric, Longbranch 

 March 15—Worship @ Hope Lutheran  Women at the Well  Pastor Kate, Talmage 

 March 22—Worship @ Grace Lutheran  Paul    Pastor Paul, Hickory Grove 

 March 29—Worship @ Hope Lutheran  Prodigal Son   Pastor Ken, Auburn 

 

     Pastor Jim’s Schedule   - David 

     March 1—St Paul, Auburn 

     March 8—St. Paul, Hickory Grove 

     March 15—Faith, Talmage 

     March 22—Longbranch 

     March 29—Grace, Walton 
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Church Office: 402-864-4201 

Pastor Jim Helgren: 402-864-2113 

 
Church Email: grace68329@gmail.com 

Grace Lutheran Church 
306 N. First St. 

P.O. Box 96 

Cook, NE   68329 


