
FROM THE PASTOR, 

It is Tuesday, June 25, and the June 23rd 75th Anniversary Celebration is over as well as most of the clean 

up from the celebration.  We can now relax and bask in the memory of the worship and the lunch.  We  

celebrated “US” with members and past members.  We remembered who we were and who we are.   

Guests thanked us for inviting them.  It was enjoyable hearing 255 voices respond in church on Sunday.      

A past newsletter someone passed around showed that that may have been a regular number that year.  

But was less than the year before.  Attendance has been dropping for twenty years or more.  The norm  

always changes. We celebrated the past and present, while being aware of an uncertain future.  The gospel 

Sunday talked about Jesus sleeping in the boat while everyone panicked in the storm.  The Bishop said he 

didn’t believe God always sends the storms in our lives, that sometimes they just happen.  But Jesus is     

always with us in the midst of the storm.  Jesus is in the boat with us.  

Whatever the future holds for Grace and Hope the Holy Spirit will be right there with us in every challenge 

and decision that we make.  Thanks be to God.  

      Pastor Jim 

P.S.  A group of 60 something year old men were looking forward to the 100th Anniversary of Grace        

figuring they could just enjoy the day and not help with.  Yeah, like any of those guys at 93 years old could 

just sit and watch others do the work and not at  least get in the trying to help. 

Cultivating _________ 

The Nebraska Synod theme for 2024-2025 is Cultivating _______.  The June 

theme was “Cultivating Love”.  This will be Grace and Hope’s July theme.  It 

was decided we will just be a month behind next year when the theme 

changes next year.  We found out last year that the theme is introduced at 

Synod Assembly and then we play catch up for the month of June trying to 

how we will use the new theme.  Delaying the use of the new theme will 

just allow us a less anxious June trying to incorporate the theme of the 

year.  

In July ask the question “How is this action, words, inaction cultivating 

love”?  Make all your decisions based on how you answered the question.  

Tower Echoes     

2024 



Even though the Grace Lutheran 

Church women are not having the 

traditional food stand at the Cook 

Days this year, all are invited to  

donate pies for the Food Stand   

and/or pies and baked goods for 

the Museum bake sale.  

COOK COMMUNITY WORSHIP 

Worship in the Park on July 16, at         

9:00 a.m. sponsored by Grace Lutheran 

Church, Hope Lutheran Church and         

St. Paul UCC, Osage.   

VBS Students will sing during the worship. 

The community choir will also sing, please 

contact Dean Wellensiek for                     

choir information.  

COOK Rescue BREAKFAST     

Pancakes, eggs, sausage,     

BISCUITS W/SAUSAGE GRAVY, 

Coffee, milk, orange juice 

Cook Firehall 

Sunday, July 16, 2023 

8 a.m. to 11 A.m.  

Free will donation                 

CELEBRATING 46 YEARS             

OF SERVICE TO THE COOK    

COMMUNITY 

BLESSING 

Grace Lutheran and Hope Lutheran Church will be 

doing something new August 4th. (I know CHANGE?) 

We will be doing a blessing of backpacks for students 

and adults who use a backpack or briefcase or lunch 

receptacle.  If you have seen my “briefcase”, then  

you know it needs a good blessing.  So bring your 

backpacks to church on Sunday, August 4th.  

There will be joint worship July 28 will be 

at Hope Lutheran Church at 10:00 a.m.  

Worship will be led by PMA Fred 

Bredehoeft from Luther Memorial 

Church, Syracuse.  There will not be     

worship @ Grace.  

VACATION 

Pastor will be on vacation July 22—28.   

Pastor Kate Woolf will be available in case 

of emergencies.  Her cell phone # is              

316-371-0803.  Pastor & Kathy will be doing 

a staycation but, Pastor, Kathy & Char will 

be out of town July 26-28. 



 “THE MUSICAL” by Table Grace Ministries 

THE MUSICAL is loosely based on the mission and the impact on the life of the characters in the musical. 

WHERE:  Lofte Theatre, Manley, NE 

WHEN:  Aug 8 & 9, 7:00 PM.  

Tickets are $24.00, they may be purchased online or on site the evening of the show.   

The mobile Grace Café Food Truck will be available from 5 to 7 PM.  Plan to arrive early and enjoy        

fellowship and a meal before THE MUSICAL.  The goal for this project is to increase awareness about   

the impact of Table Grace and its funding sources. 



July Birthdays 

4th – Linda Daniels    

6th – Wayne Parde 

8th – Lori Brinkman 

10th – Judy Brinkman              

Hunter Thompson 

11th – Samantha Effken 

12th – Taylor Bailey 

14th – Kathy Carman 

16th – Joe Brinkman 

          Sara Kuhl 

          Arlene Panko (90th) 

18th – Michelle Dutcher 

          Mike Weber 

19th – Jason Dorn 

21st – Shaun Thompson     

23rd  - Russ Dietz 

26th – Sarah Purcell 

27th – Chris Thompson                  

Wrenley Moss 

29th – Daniel Moles 

          Ellen Mannschreck 

30th – Ayden Smith 

Jane Keigher 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

7/1—Robin & Andrea Eggleston                

7/6—Mike & Kathy Carman                           

7/9—Alex & Holly Kuhl                        

7/11—Kirk & Brenda Ullrich                             

7/13—Nick & Lisa Weber                        

7/24—Louis & Grace Bentzinger            

7/31—Tom & Lori Brinkman 

90th Birthday Card Shower 

Arlene Sillman Panko will be       

turning 90 years young on July 16th.  

Please celebrate with her with a           

card shower.  

       Address—370 Swanson Dr.,   

  Syracuse, NE  68446 
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School Kit items for Lutheran World 

Relief are being collected.                

The items needed are:    

   70 sheet spiral notebooks                   

(4 each school kit),                                                                     

Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons,                        

Ball point Pens,                                                

Unsharpened #2 Pencils,                                                                      

and 12 inch rulers.  

School Sales will be happening soon!  

Donations are welcome to help      

purchase the items and                         

Thrivent Action team funds will help 

fill these back packs. 



Grace Lutheran Church Council 

June 10, 2024 

The regular meeting of Grace Lutheran Church Council was called to order by President Bret Wellensiek at 7 pm.  Present were Bret 
Wellensiek, Robin Eggleston, Sarah Purcell, Cheryl Grundman, Jody Wellensiek, Diane Wilken, & Pastor Helgren.  Pastor Helgren led 
with an opening prayer.  He also introduced a prayer labyrinth for council to use in their prayer life. 

Minutes of the May meeting were reviewed.  Sarah Purcell motioned to approve and Robin Eggleston 2nd the motion.  Minutes 
approved as presented.  

Treasurer Diane Wilken presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Sarah Purcell motioned and Cheryl Grundman seconded approval of 
report.  Motion carried. 

 
Pastor’s Report/Calendar: 

Hospital visitations. 
5/22/24 – Inurnment Bill Bohling 
5/25/24 – Panko/Lang wedding 
5/26/24 – Releasing of Bruce Gerking’s ashes 
6/7/24 – Funeral Gene Gartner 
6/11/24 – Faith Forward Coaching 
6/12/24 – Tecumseh Ministerial Association – discuss Jr. High Practice schedule 
6/16/24 – 6/21/24 – Confirmation camp 
6/19/24 - Inurnment at Helena – Elizabeth Eisenhauer Santoro 
6/23/24 – 75th Anniversary Celebration 
6/26/24 – Linden View Worship scheduled 
6/30/24 – Possible Faith Forward Activity 
7/22/24 – 8/5/24 – Pastor vacation – tentative 
8/11/24 – Blessing of back packs 
 

Correspondence – Fidelity Charitable donation - $500.  Robin motioned to put into Anniversary Fund – Cheryl 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 

Committee Reports: 
 Property committee – Pull weeds and clean up rocks.  Church yard is looking amazing! 
 Worship, Evangelism – Chris Harris worked on organ, replaced contacts.  Thank you to John Weber.  Bret motioned, Jody 
  2nd to pay John for 2 Sundays in thanks for the music for Anniversary Celebration.  Motion carried.  August 11th – 
  Blessing  of Back packs is scheduled.  Thank-you to the Weber’s for painting.  Will start synod theme of Cultivating 
  Love in July. Decision to put up the handrail and leave in place for safety.  
 Parish Ed/Young People - VBS meeting in July, providing meals this year – request for food support.  Sunday School is on 
  hold for the summer, Kids will be playing Bells for the Anniversary 
 Stewardship & Memorial – Tour of Sunken Gardens scheduled with Pizza to follow.  Info for Table Grace. 
 75th Anniversary Report 
  Duty Assignments reviewed.  Discussed accommodations needed.  Planning committee to meet following day and 
  follow up on council discussions, 

 
Old Business 
 Worship Duty is covered – volunteers needed for upcoming weeks. 
 Diane reported Brotherhood Mutual conversation RE deductible for policy. 
 
New Business 

Synod Assembly – very enjoyable, good message, excellent music.  Members in attendance in basement enjoyed 
 the format. 

Windmill City Days – Pastor Helgren in providing the message.  Pastor West in leading the service. 
 

Next meeting – Thursday, July 11th at 7 pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 with the Lord’s Prayer.   
Respectfully submitted: Jody Wellensiek, secretary 



75th Anniversary Celebration 
 
All the glory to God for giving us a wonderful day to celebrate the ministry of the Gospel at Grace Lutheran 
Church. A warm thank you to each of you for doing your part to make the celebration a tremendous success. 
Many hands make a light load. 
 
The morning began with renewing friendships, eating a variety of delicious pastries, and enjoying coffee on the 
east parking lot. A memento of the celebration included a photo of Grace Lutheran with a cross pendant. A       
variety of musical selections were sung during this time by Alberta Block, Sharon Carman, and Kathy Hackstadt, 
members of the group Grace Notes. Amazingly the morning temperature was comfortable with  no wind! God’s 
presence was surely in this place!  
 
We welcomed 255 people from several generations to our worship service. Nebraska Synod ELCA Bishop Scott 
Johnson offered a powerful sermon and John Weber provided amazing organ music. A special adult choir provid-
ed three musical selections, while the children’s handbell choir played “Amazing Grace.”  2 new banners were 
made for the celebration by Shelley Moles.  
 
The offering gifts of $3,481.00 will be divided equally between the ELCA’s Mission Field Nebraska and the Osage 
Food Pantry. 
 
We were thrilled to receive two beautiful flower arrangements and a potted plant from local churches. The  card 
from Faith Lutheran Church in Talmage read “May the love of God continue to guide and inspire you as you cele-
brate this special anniversary!” The message from Hope Lutheran in Burr stated “Congrats on your    75th Anniver-
sary!” The card from Luther Memorial in Syracuse was signed “We thank God for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
at Grace Lutheran and their special anniversary.” Letters from Pastor Roger Hoffman and Sandy Olson were re-
ceived and are included in this month’s Tower Echoes. 
 
Artist Kris Seeba Wellsandt, who was confirmed in 1973, created a painting of Grace Lutheran entitled “Easter 
Sun Rise.” She gifted the framed artwork to the church which included this note: 
 

“Congratulation on 75 years! I feel so blessed to 
have had Grace as a part of my early church family.  
I wish all the past generations of friends and family 
could be here today – mom and dad (Glen and Izma 
Seeba), Grandma Seeba (Lena   Seeba), Aunt Emma 
(Emma Ocker). All the people were so instrumental  
in shaping my life and teaching me about faith. 
 
One of my favorite memories of the church was    
the outside Easter Sunrise Services and special     
music (my brothers Russ and John Seeba playing 
trumpets). What a feeling to see the sun rise and 
spread its warmth and light – reminding us of God’s 
wonderful gift of salvation and love. 
 
May the spirt of Grace Lutheran continue to shine 
bright in the world! Happy Anniversary to the wonderful members! Thank you for including me in your 
celebration!” 
 

Following the worship service, a drone photo of attendees was taken on the front church steps and lawn. The 
group then made their way to the JCC Middle School for a delicious buffet meal served by Ricky’s Café from Hano-
ver, Kansas. For dessert, we enjoyed cupcakes baked and decorated by Penny Weber. Special touches in the gym 
included centerpieces that were miniature replicas of Grace Lutheran Church and quilts created by the Piecemak-
ers. Historical documents including a video history of Grace Lutheran was available for viewing. You can find the 
video at: https://tinyurl.com/3mm57f7e  

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/3mm57f7e


A donation box at the school collected $570.00 to add to the previously collected amount of $3,560.00 for a 
total of $4,130.00. Ricky’s Café was paid $2,880.50 – 241 adult meals at $9.50 each, 14 youth meals at $6.50 
each, with the remainder a tip. Grace Lutheran, as a church did not have to pay the Kansas tax. The two porta 
potties were $95 a piece with a $45 delivery/pickup charge for a total of $235.00. We received three Thrivent 
cards to help offset other expenses. The remaining dollars will go into the church’s general fund. We thank 
everyone who helped support the 75th Anniversary Celebration through contributions of time, talents, and 
resources.  
 
To God be the glory!  - 75th Anniversary Celebration Committee 

   Andrea Eggleston 
   Pastor Helgren 
   Lori Panko 
   Sarah Purcell 
   Dean Wellensiek 
   Melissa Wellensiek 







 
Church Office: 402-864-4201 

Pastor Jim Helgren: 402-864-2113 

 
Church Email: grace68329@gmail.com 

Grace Lutheran 

Church 
306 N. First St. 

P.O. Box 96 

Cook, NE   68329 


