Grace Lutheran Church
Welcomes You!

IP

By Grace you have been saved!

“We have decided to follow Jesus and
There’s no turning back!



Grace Lutheran Church
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9t Sunday after Pentecost August 10, 2025

Pastor Jim Helgren
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PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING SONG - ELW #436 — “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS - ELW p. 94 Please stand in body or spirit to receive
forgiveness.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Most merciful God,

A: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the *I*Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

A: Amen. Assembly sits.



GREETING - p. 203
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
_and the.communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.all.
A: And also with you.

KYRIE - p. 203

HYMN OF PRAISE - p. 204a

PRAYER OF THE DAY - Please see insert.

FIRST READING — Genesis 15:1-6 Please see insert. Response after the reading:
R: Word of God, word of life.
A: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 33:12-22 - Please see insert and read responsively

SECOND READING — Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Please see insert. Response after the reading:
R: Word of God, word of life.

A: Thanks be to God.
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Please stand in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.

P: The holy gospel according to ....
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

the good news  that you bring,



GOSPEL - Luke 12:32-40 Please see insert.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
— A: Praise to you, O Christ. The assembly sits. - L

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW #818 — “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”

APOSTLES CREED - p. 105
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN - “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” hymn - ELW #884

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - p. 206 Response after each portion of the prayer:
P: Lord, in your mercy,
A: hear our prayer.



LORD’S PRAYER - p. 208 — Please stand in body or spirit for the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
_ _ hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING - p. 209 - Response after the blessing:

A: Amen.

DISMISSAL - p. 209 - Response after the blessing:

A: Thanks be to God. The assembly sits.

SENDING SONG — ELW #632 — “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

POSTLUDE

BACKPACK BLESSING TODAY

The new tradition at Grace & Hope of blessing
the student backpacks will be during each
worship service TODAY to kick off the school
year. Students, any age bring their backpacks to
church this morning to be blessed, and students
will receive a backpack tag.

| School Kit items for Lutheran World |
" Relief are being collected.
The items needed are:
70 sheet spiral notebooks
(4 cach school kit),
Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons,
Ball point Pens,
Unsharpened #2 Pencils,
and Blunt Scissors.
School Sales are happening!
Donations are welcome to help
| purchase the items and ;
| Thrivent Action team funds will help |
fill these back packs.




We pray always for. . .
The Family of Robin Eggleston, Pastor Steve Billington, Linda Daniels, Char Helgren,
- _ _Richard Roesener, Joan Wellensiek, & Andy Wellensiek- . . ... = . . _ .

We also remember in our prayers. ..
Winfrida, Juliana, Hassan, and Evance, orphans sponsored in Tanzania

Annomncemeints

TODAY 8/10/25 9" Sunday after Pentecost
Worship - 8:30 a.m. Blessing of Backpacks
Coffee & Fellowship Following Worship

MONDAY 8/11/25
Bible Study - 2:00 p.m.

NEXT SUNDAY 8/17/25 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Communion — 8:30 a.m.
Coffee & Fellowship Following Worship

Please put items for the bulletins & newsletter in the secretary’s box in the south office.
You may email the church office grace68329@ gmail.com

You may contact Pastor Helgren by calling 402-864-4201 (church)
402-864-2113 (home) or 402-826-0613(cell)

Please join us for fellowship in the basement
following worship &



Prayer of the Day

Sunday, August 10, 2025
9th Sunday after Pentecost

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church.
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading

Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the LorD
came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.” *But Abram
said, “O Lord Gobp, what will you give
me, for I continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
*And Abram said, “You have given me
no offspring, and so a slave born in my
house is to be my heir.” *But the word

Psalm

of the LorD came to him, “This man
shall not be your heir; no one but your
very own issue shall be your heir.” *"He
brought him outside and said, “Look
toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your descendants
be.” ®And he believed the Lorp; and the
LorD reckoned it to him as righteous-
ness.

Psalm 33:12-22; tone 4
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Happy is the nation
whose God ! is the Lorp!
Happy the people
chosen to ! be God’s heritage!
BThe LorD looks ! down from heaven,
and sees all | humankind.
“God sits firmly en- ! throned
and watches
all who dwell ! on the earth.
5God fashions ! all their hearts
and observes | all their deeds.
'°A king is not saved
by the size ! of the army,
nor are warriors rescued
by ! their great strength.
""The horse gives vain ! hope for victory;
despite its great strength
it | cannot save.

¥ Truly, your eye is upon those
who fear ! you, O Lorp,
upon those
who wait for your ! steadfast love,
Yto deliver their ! lives from death,
and to keep them alive
in | time of famine.
*QOur innermost being waits for ! you,
O Lorp,
our helper ! and our shield.
*'Surely, our heart rejoic- ! es in you,
for in your holy name
we | put our trust.
**Let your lovingkindness, O Lorb,
I'be upon us,
even as we place our ! hope in you.



Second Reading

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things

hoped for, the conviction of things not.
seen. *lndeed, by faith our ancestors

“received approval. By faith we under-
stand that the worlds were prepared by
the word of God, so that what is seen
was made from things that are not vis-
ible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he
was called to set out for a place that he
was to receive as an. inheritance; and
he set out, not knowing where he was
going. °By faith he stayed for a time in
the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. 1°For he looked for-
ward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. "By
faith he received power of procreation,
even though he was too old—and Sarah

Cospel

herself was barren—because he consid-
ered him faithful who had promised.
“Therefore from one person, and this
born, “as many as the stars of heaven
and as the innumerable grains of sand
by the seashore.” :

BAll of these died in faith without
having received the promises, but from
a distance they saw and greeted them.
They confessed that they were strang-
ers and foreigners on the earth, “for
people who speak in this way make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland.
PIf they had been thinking of the Iand
that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. “But
as it is, they desire a better country, that
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed,
he has prepared a city for them.

Luke 12:32-40

[ fesus said:] “Do not be afraid, little
flock, for it is your Father’s good plea-
sure to give you the kingdom. **Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses
for yourselves that do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no
thief comes near and no moth destroys.

*Tor where your treasure is, there your

heart will be also. _ :

**Be dressed for action and have
your lamps lit; **be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from
the wedding banquet, so that they may

open the door for him as soon as he

comes and knocks. ¥Blessed are those

staves whom the master finds alert when
he comes; truly I tell you, he will fas-
ten his belt and have them sit down to
eat, and he will come and serve them.
**If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so,
blessed are those slaves. :

#“But know this: if the owner of the
house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have let his
house be broken into. ¥ You also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.”

TODAY'S READINGS August 10, 2025 (Lectionary 19)

Mext Sunday’s Readings: Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psaim 82; Hebrews 11:29—12:2: Luke 12:49-56.
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